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As instruction moves online,  
so must assessment. 



Learning assessment online is kind of 
like “regular” learning assessment. 









Performance Assessments 

 research journals 

 reflective writing 

 “think alouds” 

 self or peer evaluations 

 research drafts or papers  

 open-ended question responses 

 works cited pages 

 annotated bibliographies 

 speeches 

 multimedia presentations 

 posters 

 exhibits  

 group projects 

 performances 

 portfolios 

 library assignments 

 worksheets 

 concept maps 

 citation maps 

 tutorial responses 

 role plays 

 lab reports 

 blogs 

 wikis 

Oakleaf, Megan. "Writing Information Literacy Assessment Plans: A Guide to Best 

Practice."  Communications in Information Literacy.  3(2). 2010. 







www.railsontrack.info 



Learning assessment online is about 
outcomes, not satisfaction or self-efficacy. 



Learning assessment outcomes should 
be institutionally meaningful. 



Outcomes should be learned and 
assessed at the same time. 



Inspiration Maps App ($6.99)  



Super Duper Data Tracker App ($1.99) 

• Monitor student 
outcomes 

• Track responses and 
participation 

• Works with groups 



Librarians should learn from student 
learning assessments too. 



Assessment for Learning 
(assessment that supports teaching,  

inseparable from teaching) 

 
Assessment as Learning 

(assessment that helps students  
learn how to learn) 

 
Assessment as Learning to Teach 

(assessment that helps librarians learn how to 
teach better so that students learn more) 



Learning assessment results  
should be shared. 



Assessment should be managed. 



Assessment is not an add-on.   
It is a professional responsibility. 



Identify 
learning 

outcomes 

Create and 
enact 

learning 
activities 

Gather 
data to 

check for 
learning 

Interpret 
data 

Enact 
decisions 

to increase 
learning 

ILIAC 

Oakleaf, Megan. "The Information Literacy 
Instruction Assessment Cycle: A Guide for 
Increasing Student Learning and Improving 
Librarian Instructional Skills."  Journal of 
Documentation. 65.4. 2009. 
 



Formulate 
question 

Find 
Evidence 

Appraise 
Evidence 

Apply 
Evidence 

Evaluate 
impact 

EBP 



Identify 
situation of 
complexity 

Decide to 
find 

solution 

Seek 
information 

Decide to 
act 

Take action 

REFLECTIVE 
PRACTICE 



Reflect on past 
experiences & 

interpret 
environment 

Engage in 
inquiry to 

reduce doubt 

Use reasoning 
to create new 

rules for 
action 

Build knowledge 
through 

experimentation 

Incorporate 
discoveries 
from action 

PRAGMATISM 



Formulate a 
research 
question 

Find sources 
that help 

answer the 
question 

Appraise 
(evaluate) 

the sources 

Apply 
information 

gleaned 
from sources 

Evaluate 
research 
product 

IL 



You need to assess well with others. 



(It’s not about you.) 
It’s about students and their learning. 
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