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Definition

ñEvidence-Based Librarianship (EBL) is 
an approach to information science that 
promotes the collection, interpretation 
and integration of valid, important and 
applicable user-reported, librarian 
observed, and research-derived 
evidence.  The best available evidence, 
moderated by user needs and 
preferences, is applied to improve the 
quality of professional judgements.ò

Andrew Booth
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Example Question

Is either face-to-face instruction or online 

tutorials significantly more effective in 

teaching first-year students information 

literacy skills?
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Journal Titles

ÅJournal of Academic 
Librarianship

ÅPortal

ÅCollege & Research 
Libraries

ÅCommunications in 
Information Literacy

ÅEvidence Based Library 
& Information Practice

ÅJournal of Education for 
Library & Information 
Science 

ÅResearch Strategies



© M. Oakleaf 2011

Practitioner-Observed Evidence

Åprofessional judgment 
and expertise

Åinteraction with 
colleagues

Åcommunities of 
practice 
ïConference papers & 

posters (grey lit)

ïInstitutional/subject 
repositories 

ïListservs

ïBlogs

ïWikis
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Evidenceé

What makes for good evidence?

What makes for bad evidence?
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What is critical appraisal?

ÅPutting aside personal opinion and judging 

a research study on its own merits

ÅReading a paper with a questioning mind

ÅThinking critically

ÅUsing a structure/set of questions

Denise Koufogiannakis (2009)
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Applicability
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Evidence Summaries

ÅCritical appraisal synthesis of recently published 
research

ÅObjective critique with the goal to help 
practitioners make more informed decisions about 
the quality of the research that they may be 
considering

ÅStructured abstract gives an overview of the article
ïObjective, Design, Setting, Subjects, Methods, Main 

Results, Conclusion

ÅCommentary section critically appraises the 
research

ÅConsiders questions of validity, reliability, 
applicability

Denise Koufogiannakis (2009)
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Example Question
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Take Action!
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Evaluating Impact & Performance

ÅEvaluation will determine whether the 

change you introduced, modified, or 

cancelled made a difference and if it made 

the difference you expected.

ÅEvaluation will help you reflect on your 

performance as an evidence-based 

practitioner and hone your skills.

Denise Koufogiannakis (2009)
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Applying EBP at 4 Levels
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Using EBP in 

Course Integrated 

Instruction 
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Traditional
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Kolb
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Gardner
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Cognitive Styles

ÅPerceptual modality preferences

Å Field independence/dependence

Å Constricted/flexible

ÅTolerance for incongruous or 

unrealistic experiences

ÅReflective/impulsive

ÅAbstract/concrete

Å Innovator/adapter

ÅBroad/narrow

ÅLeveling/sharpening

ÅConverging/diverging

ÅSerialist/holistic
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Cultural Diversity
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Affective Styles

ÅStructural needs

ÅCuriosity

ÅPerseverance

ÅFrustration tolerance

ÅAnxiety

ÅInternal/external locus of 

control

ÅIntrinsically/extrinsically 

motivated

ÅRisk taking

ÅCompetition/cooperation
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Physiological Styles

ÅGender-related 

behavior

ÅHealth

ÅTime of day rhythms

ÅMobility needs

ÅEnvironmental factors

ÅHemispheric factors
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Adult Learning
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Using EBP in 

Curriculum Integrated Instruction


